
 1 

AEARU 39th Board of Directors Meeting 

Saturday, October 15th, 2016 

Seoul National University, Seoul, South Korea 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

I. OPENING REMARKS 

 

AEARU Deputy Secretary General Min Gyo Koo of Seoul National University called 

the 39th BOD meeting to order, and informed the attendees that the meeting would be 

recorded in order to provide transcripts from non-present AEARU members. 

Chairperson and SNU President Nak-in Sung thanked AEARU members and the board 

for their support, and hoped that all present members and representatives would have 

the opportunity to enjoy and take part in The 70th Anniversary of Seoul National 

University. 

 

II. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 

1. Minutes of the 37thBOD Meeting; December 5th, 2015;The Hong Kong 

University of Science and Technology,  Hong Kong  

2. Minutes of the 38th BOD Meeting; April 23rd, 2016; National Tsing Hua 

University, Taiwan  

 

Former AEARU Secretary Grace Chen of Nanjing University and current Secretary 

Yoori Kim of Seoul National University compiled the minutes above and distributed to 

all members. With no further comments or amendment, the Chairperson confirmed 

these minutes. 

 

III. SECRETARY REPORT 

 

1. Status Report of AEARU Sponsored Programs 

 

Since the last BOD meeting, the AEARU Secretariat has granted USD 50,000 to five 

member universities, including NTHU, Peking University, Tokyo Institute of 

Technology, University of Tsukuba, and Tohoku University. Additionally, USD 10,000 

will be granted to Peking University for the 5th AEARU Development and 

Collaboration of Asian Business Schools Workshop. 

 



 2 

2. Financial Status of AEARU Treasury 

 

AEARU’s remaining assets of USD 43,118.17 has been transferred from the previous 

chair university, Nanjing University, to the current chair university, Seoul National 

University. Annual membership fees totaling USD 36,000 from the eighteen member 

universities has been collected and AEARU has a predicted outgoing expenditure of 

USD 10,000, with the remaining balance of AEARU membership fees being USD 

46,794.51. KAIST’s deposit of USD 1,500 will be added to the account. 

 

IV.  ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED 

 

1. AEARU-Global Network of Research-Intensive Universities 

 

Dr. Geun Lee, Vice President of International Affairs at SNU, will attend the 2016 

International Annual Meeting (2016 Tokyo Meeting) of the Global Network of 

Research-Intensive University Networks on behalf of AEARU. The meeting will be 

held from November 7th to 8th in Keio University, and is hosted by Research 

Universities 11 (RU 11). RU 11, based in Japan, has been a part of efforts by the League 

of European Research Universities (LERU) and other networks to create a Global 

Council of Research-Intensive Universities Networks. Dr. Lee intends to express 

AEARU’s willingness to collaborate with LERU and other research networks in the 

future, as well as convey any mandates or messages held by AEARU member 

universities. AEARU members are free to convey their messages at the ensuing 

AEARU AGM. 

 

Chairperson Sung added that AEARU sent a representative to last year’s LERU 

meeting in Germany, and therefore the AEARU already has a small networking 

connection with LERU. 

 

2. AEARU 20-Year History Publication 

 

While AEARU’s activities have been well documented on the website, on the occasion 

of AEARU’s 20th anniversary, there is a great opportunity to commemorate AEARU’s 

achievements in a single volume publication. Members interested in the publication 

effort will be asked to volunteer at the following AEARU AGM. Any member 

university that would like to publish a single volume book of 20-year history of 

AEARU can take up this issue as one of the member institution’s activities that will 

consider support by the AEARU Secretariat.  
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3. Media Coverage of AEARU’s Conference 

 

Various media had expressed interest in attending the following AEARU AGM meeting. 

AEARU members did not object to allowing media presence at the next meeting, and 

the issue was settled. 

 

V. PROPOSED AEARU ACTIVITIES IN 2016-2017 

 

1. AEARU Winter Abroad 2016; December 27; Yonsei University 

 

As the newest AEARU member, Yonsei Univerity’s Office of International Affairs 

would like to host the program at their Sinchon campus location. There will be an 

expected participation of around three hundred students, and AEARU members are 

invited to nominate 1 student to attend on their behalf. Yonsei University’s proposal 

only includes a request for the approval of the Winter Abroad program, not AEARU 

Secretariat funding. The AEARU approved the proposed activity, and will verify with 

Yonsei University to confirm whether financial support is necessary, at the upcoming 

AGM. 

 

2. 2017 Advanced Materials Science Workshop; Fall 2017; Osaka University 

 

The workshop provides for top tier AEARU universities to discuss advancement in 

material sciences. Osaka University requests USD 10,000 from AEARU to help fund 

the event. AEARU approved the proposal and its funding. 

 

3. AEARU Symposium on Teaching and Learning in East Asian Research 

Universities; 2017; The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

 

The Symposium will be hosted by the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at The 

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. The conference format is interactive. 

Discussion topics will include technology, pedagogical theories and practices, and 

alliance possibilities for teaching and learning. Tentative dates would be in the spring 

of 2017, at least after January when the 25th anniversary of the university ends. The 

school expects around hundred participants, who will be offered accommodation within 

walking distance of the conference venue. The conference cost is projected to be USD 

40,000. The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology requests 10,000 from 

AEARU, and plans to find other means to cover the remaining costs. An additional 

USD 5,000 would be accepted for the conference if there the AEARU account has 
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available funds. AEARU approved the proposal and funding for USD 10,000, with the 

open request for additional financial support to be considered at the 40th BOD meeting. 

 

VI. UNSCHEDULED AEARU ACTIVITIES 

 

In addition to the six unscheduled activities found in the agenda (Appendix 5a & 5b), 

AEARU members were invited to propose any other activities that they would be 

interested in hosting. Without further additions, the board members moved to the next 

item. The topic will be addressed again at the next AGM Meeting. 

 

VII. DATES AND VENUES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

1. 40th BOD Meeting; Spring 2017; Tokyo Institute of Technology 

 

This scheduled event had already been approved by AEARU prior to the 39th BOD 

Meeting. Tokyo Institute of Technology announced the official dates of the 40th BOD 

Meeting: April 14th-15th of Spring 2017. April 14th will include a welcome dinner for 

AEARU members. The BOD meeting will be held on the following day, on April 15th. 

 

2. 41st BOD and 23rd AGM Meetings; Fall 2017; University of Tsukuba 

 

This scheduled event was also previously approved by AEARU prior to the 39th BOD 

Meeting. University of Tsukuba announced the official dates of the 41st BOD and 23rd 

AGM Meetings: September 24th-25th of Fall 2017. 

 

3. 42nd BOD Meeting; Spring 2018 

 

The scheduling of this meeting and soliciting of a host university was postponed to the 

upcoming 22nd AGM Meeting. 

 

4. 43rd BOD and 24th AGM Meetings; Fall 2018 

 

National Taiwan University proposed to host the event because the meeting dates 

coincide with their university’s 90th anniversary celebration. AEARU board members 

approved this request and the matter was decided. 
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairperson Sung thanked all of the board members for their attendance and 

contributions, and commended the members for the successful completion of the 39th 

BOD Meeting. AEARU Deputy Secretary General Min Gyo Koo officially adjourned 

the meeting. 

 


