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AEARU 32
nd

 Board of Directors Meeting 

May 10, 2013 

Tohoku University, Japan 

PRESENT 

Lih J. CHEN   Chairperson; President, Tsing Hua University - 

Hsinchu 

CHEN Jun    Vice Chairperson, President; Nanjing University 

Toshio Hirano   President, Osaka University 

Susumu Satomi   President, Tohoku University 

Junggi IM   Executive Vice President, Seoul National University  

Qiang LI   Assistant President, Peking University 

Kar Yan TAM Associate Provost and Dean of Students, Hong Kong 

University of Science and Technology 

 

SECRETARY 

Sabrina LI   AEARU Secretariat, Tsing Hua University - Hsinchu 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Tsing Hua University - Hsinchu 

Chen-Fu CHIEN  Vice President and Chief of Staff 

Chung-min CHEN  Counselor, Office of the President 

Shangjr (Felix) GWO  Vice President for Research and Development 

 

Nanjing University 

PU Lijie    Associate Vice-President 

Mu WANG   Professor, National Laborational Laboratory of Solid  

State Microstructures & Department of Physics 

Jie HU       Section Chief, Office of International Cooperation  

and Exchanges 

 

Osaka University 

Kenzo ABE   Vice-President/Trustee 

Mayumi ISHIKAWA  Professor, Institute for Academic Initiatives  

Shunichi MITSUO  Head, International Affairs Division 

Gareth John CONNAH  Administrative staff, International Affairs Division 

 

Seoul National University 

Seongho SHEEN   Associate Dean of International Affairs 

 

Tohoku University 

Toshiya UEKI   Executive Vice President 

Sanae AOKI   Managing Professor for International Affairs, Office  
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of the President 

Tatsuya KUWAHARA  Director, International Exchange Division 

Keiichi HASHIMOTO  Deputy Director, International Exchange Division 

Sayaka KOBAYASHI  Staff Member, International Exchange Division 
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MEETING MINUTES 

 

I. INTRODUCTION REMARKS 

 

The Chairperson began by greeting BOD members, and he thanked President Susumu 

Satomi and Tohoku University for their hospitality. The Chairperson stated that there 

will be many subjects to discuss today and reminded the members that AEARU-

LERU Presidents’ Forum will be held in conjunction with next BOD and AGM 

meeting at Tsing Hua University-Hsinchu. He also reminded that there will be 

possibility for nominating new members in the next AGM meeting as our Constitution 

has been amended. 

 

President Satomi greeted all assembled members and thanked everyone for coming. 

He stated that he honored to be a member of AEARU and to host this meeting.  

 

The Chairperson invited Prof. Chung-min Chen, Tsing Hua University-Hsinchu, to go 

through the meeting agenda. 

 

II. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

1. Minute of the 31
st
 BOD meeting; November 2, 2012; Seoul National University, 

Korea 

 

Prof. Chung-min Chen stated that the minute has been circulated to all members prior 

to the meeting. The Chairperson corrected a spelling on Page 6 Line 3, “cot” to 

“cost”. With no further suggestion and amendment the minute was confirmed. 

 

III. SECRETARY REPORT 

1. Financial status  

 

The AEARU Secretary reported that all membership fees for the year 2013 had all 

been collected, and with no expenses except for 55 dollars bank charge, the 

Association has a surplus of USD$33,956. Added the surplus to carry over of USD 

$44359.92 from last period, the AEARU account has total of USD $78304.92 in 

balance. 

 

IV. ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED 

1. AEARU Activity Sponsorship Program – activity proposals selection and funding 

approval  
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Nanjing University applied for USD $10,000 to support the 4
th

 Science and 

Technology Parks Workshop, which will be held on September 20-21, 2013.  

 

President Chen Jun of Nanjing University reported briefly about the activity and 

explained the intension for the use of the funding. With no objection from the Board 

Members, the Chairperson approved the application. 

 

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology applied for USD $10,000 to host 

the 5
th

 AEARU Advanced Material Workshop between November 19-20, 2013. 

 

Prof. Kar Yan Tam of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology reported on 

the funding proposal and invited all members to participate. He further explained the 

use of funding. With no objection from the Board Members, the Chairperson 

approved the application. 

 

Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology applied for USD $10,000 to host 

AEARU 2013 Symposium on Smart and Resilient Growth (SRG) of Asian Cities. 

 

The AEARU Secretary reported the application on behalf of Korea Advanced Institute 

of Science and Technology and explained the use of funding. With no further 

objection, the Chairperson approved the application. 

 

V. DATES AND VENUES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

The Chairperson stated that the 33
rd

 BOD and 19
th 

AGM meetings will be held in 

Tsing Hua University – Hsinchu, Taiwan. However, the venue for 34
th

 BOD meeting 

hasn’t been decided yet. The Chairperson opened the floor for suggestion. 

 

Prof. Qiang Li of Peking University volunteered Peking University to host the 37
th

 

BOD and 20
th

 AGM meeting in Fall 2015 in conjunction with the 3
rd

 Symposium on 

the Culture of Chinese Characters. The Chairperson thanked Prof. Li for his kind 

support for AEARU. 

 

Prof. Kar Yan Tam of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology stated that he 

will report this issue to his President and will get back to the Board Members as soon 

as he can regarding to the possibility of hosting the 34
th

 BOD meeting. 

 

The Chairperson stated that the association understands the difficulty for the member 
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university from Hong Kong region to host meetings, because there is only one 

member from the area. However, according to the record of previous meetings and 

venues, it is about time for Hong Kong University of Science and Technology to host  

next BOD meeting. The Chairperson thanked Prof. Tam for his effort.   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The Chairperson reminded the members to book their schedule for the upcoming 

BOD and AGM meeting as well as the AEARU-LERU Presidents’ Forum and the 2
nd

 

Symposium on the Culture of Chinese Characters in early December.  

 

The Chairperson also welcomes all members to attend the 2
nd

 Distinguished Lecture 

Series in the afternoon. There will be speakers from Nanjing University, Tohoku 

University and Tsing Hua University-Hsinchu. He stated that the original ideas of 

Distinguished Lecture Series is not only to enhance the research exchanges between 

member universities, but also showcase our distinguished faculty and make them 

more visible as well as to publicize AEARU. Therefore, the Chairperson hopes the 

series will continue. 

 

The Chairperson further stated that Open Course Ware is also an important topic to 

discuss among member universities in our future meetings. Perhaps AEARU can 

establish a platform to provide mutual OCW for AEARU students. 

 

With no further motion, the Chairperson closed the meeting. 
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